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Also	found	in:	Thesaurus,	Medical,	Legal,	Financial,	Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.Related	to	policy:	public	policy		(pŏl′ĭ-sē)n.	pl.	pol·i·cies	1.	A	plan	or	course	of	action,	as	of	a	government,	political	party,	or	business,	intended	to	influence	and	determine	decisions,	actions,	and	other	matters:	American	foreign	policy;	the	company's	personnel	policy.2.	a.	A	course
of	action,	guiding	principle,	or	procedure	considered	expedient,	prudent,	or	advantageous:	Honesty	is	the	best	policy.b.	Prudence,	shrewdness,	or	sagacity	in	practical	matters:	It	is	never	good	policy	to	speak	rashly.[Middle	English	policie,	art	of	government,	civil	organization,	from	Old	French;	see	police.]		(pŏl′ĭ-sē)n.	pl.	pol·i·cies	1.	A	written	contract	or	certificate	of
insurance.[Obsolete	police,	from	French,	contract,	bill	of	lading,	from	Old	French,	from	Old	Italian	polizza,	alteration	of	Medieval	Latin	apodixa,	receipt,	from	Medieval	Greek	apodeixis,	from	Greek,	proof,	from	apodeiknunai,	to	prove	:	apo-,	intensive	pref.;	see	apo-	+	deiknunai,	to	show;	see	deik-	in	Indo-European	roots.]American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English
Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(ˈpɒlɪsɪ)	n,	pl	-cies1.	(Government,	Politics	&	Diplomacy)	a	plan	of	action	adopted	or	pursued	by	an	individual,	government,	party,	business,	etc2.	wisdom,	prudence,	shrewdness,	or	sagacity3.	(often
plural)	Scot	the	improved	grounds	surrounding	a	country	house[C14:	from	Old	French	policie,	from	Latin	polītīa	administration,	polity]	(ˈpɒlɪsɪ)	n,	pl	-cies	(Insurance)	a	document	containing	a	contract	of	insurance[C16:	from	Old	French	police	certificate,	from	Old	Italian	polizza,	from	Latin	apodixis	proof,	from	Greek	apodeixis	demonstration,	proof]Collins	English	Dictionary
–	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014	(ˈpɒl	ə	si)	n.,	pl.	-cies.	1.	a	definite	course	of	action	adopted	for	the	sake	of	expediency,	facility,	etc.:	a	new	company	policy.	2.	a	course	of	action	adopted	and	pursued	by	a	government,	ruler,	political	party,	etc.:	U.S.	trade	policy.	3.	action
or	procedure	conforming	to	or	considered	with	reference	to	prudence	or	expediency.	4.	prudence,	practical	wisdom,	or	expediency.	[1350–1400;	Middle	English	policie	government,	civil	administration	<	Middle	French	<	Latin	polītīa	polity]	pol•i•cy2	(ˈpɒl	ə	si)	n.,	pl.	-cies.	1.	a	document	embodying	a	contract	of	insurance.	2.	a	method	of	gambling	in	which	bets	are	made	on
numbers	to	be	drawn	by	lottery.	3.	numbers	pool	(def.	1).	[1555–65;	<	Middle	French	police	(<	Italian	polizza	<	Medieval	Latin	apodīxa	receipt	«	Greek	apódeixis	a	showing	or	setting	forth;	see	apodictic,	-sis)	+	-y3]	Random	House	Kernerman	Webster's	College	Dictionary,	©	2010	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.	Copyright	2005,	1997,	1991	by	Random	House,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	-
Meaning	"insurance	document,"	it	is	from	a	French	word	meaning	"certificate,	contract,"	from	an	earlier	Latin	word	meaning	"a	receipt	or	security	for	money	paid."See	also	related	terms	for	security.Farlex	Trivia	Dictionary.	©	2012	Farlex,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	–	policy	–	political1.	'politics'The	noun	politics	is	usually	used	to	refer	to	the	methods	by	which	people	get,
keep,	and	use	power	in	a	country	or	society.She	is	interested	in	a	career	in	politics.Her	parents	never	discussed	politics.When	politics	is	used	like	this,	you	can	use	either	a	singular	or	plural	form	of	a	verb	with	it.	It	is	more	common	to	use	a	singular	form.Politics	is	sometimes	about	compromise.American	politics	are	very	interesting.Politics	can	refer	to	a	particular	set	of
beliefs	about	how	countries	should	be	governed	or	power	should	be	used.	When	you	use	politics	like	this,	you	use	a	plural	form	of	a	verb	with	it.I	think	his	politics	are	are	quite	conservative.Politics	can	also	refer	to	the	study	of	the	ways	in	which	countries	are	governed,	and	of	the	ways	in	which	people	get	and	use	power.	When	you	use	politics	like	this,	you	must	use	a
singular	form	of	a	verb	with	it.Politics	is	often	studied	together	with	Economics.2.	'policy'There	is	no	noun	'politic'.	To	refer	to	a	course	of	action	or	plan	that	has	been	agreed	upon	by	a	government	or	political	party,	use	policy.He	criticized	the	government's	education	policy.3.	'political'Don't	use	'politic'	as	an	adjective	to	mean	'relating	to	politics'.	Use	political.The
government	is	facing	a	political	crisis.Do	you	belong	to	a	political	party?Collins	COBUILD	English	Usage	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	2004,	2011,	2012	Noun1.policy	-	a	plan	of	action	adopted	by	an	individual	or	social	group;	"it	was	a	policy	of	retribution";	"a	politician	keeps	changing	his	policies"activism	-	a	policy	of	taking	direct	and	militant	action	to	achieve	a
political	or	social	goalplan	of	action	-	a	plan	for	actively	doing	somethingcentralism	-	the	political	policy	of	concentrating	power	in	a	central	organizationcontainment	-	a	policy	of	creating	strategic	alliances	in	order	to	check	the	expansion	of	a	hostile	power	or	ideology	or	to	force	it	to	negotiate	peacefully;	"containment	of	communist	expansion	was	a	central	principle	of
United	States'	foreign	policy	from	1947	to	the	1975"moderationism	-	the	policy	of	being	moderate	or	acting	with	moderationobscurantism	-	a	policy	of	opposition	to	enlightenment	or	the	spread	of	knowledgeThatcherism	-	(England)	the	political	policy	of	Margaret	Thatcherultramontanism	-	(Roman	Catholic	Church)	the	policy	that	the	absolute	authority	of	the	church	should
be	vested	in	the	pope2.policy	-	a	line	of	argument	rationalizing	the	course	of	action	of	a	government;	"they	debated	the	policy	or	impolicy	of	the	proposed	legislation"clericalism	-	a	policy	of	supporting	the	influence	and	power	of	the	clergy	in	secular	or	political	mattersplank	-	an	endorsed	policy	in	the	platform	of	a	political	partyeconomic	policy	-	a	government	policy	for
maintaining	economic	growth	and	tax	revenuessocial	policy	-	a	policy	of	for	dealing	with	social	issuesparty	line	-	the	policy	of	a	political	group;	"He	won	in	a	vote	along	party	lines"foreign	policy	-	a	policy	governing	international	relationszero-tolerance	policy	-	any	policy	that	allows	no	exception;	"a	zero-tolerance	policy	toward	pedophile	priests"Zionism	-	a	policy	for
establishing	and	developing	a	national	homeland	for	Jews	in	Palestine3.policy	-	written	contract	or	certificate	of	insurance;	"you	should	have	read	the	small	print	on	your	policy"insurance	policy,	insurancecontract	-	a	binding	agreement	between	two	or	more	persons	that	is	enforceable	by	lawfloating	policy,	floater	-	an	insurance	policy	covering	loss	of	movable	property	(e.g.
jewelry)	regardless	of	its	locationBased	on	WordNet	3.0,	Farlex	clipart	collection.	©	2003-2012	Princeton	University,	Farlex	Inc.nounCollins	Thesaurus	of	the	English	Language	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	2nd	Edition.	2002	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1995,	2002noun	The	American	Heritage®	Roget's	Thesaurus.	Copyright	©	2013,	2014	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt
Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	stefnatryggingarsamningurbeleidpolispolitiektactiekvoorzichtigheidforsikringspolisepolisepolitikktaktikkполитикаустановкаполиcполисCollins	Spanish	Dictionary	-	Complete	and	Unabridged	8th	Edition	2005	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1971,	1988	©
HarperCollins	Publishers	1992,	1993,	1996,	1997,	2000,	2003,	2005Collins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005Collins	German	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged	7th	Edition	2005.	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1980	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1997,	1999,	2004,	2005,	2007Collins	Italian	Dictionary	1st	Edition	©
HarperCollins	Publishers	1995	(ˈpoləsi)	–	plural	ˈpolicies	–	noun	a	planned	or	agreed	course	of	action	usually	based	on	particular	principles.	the	government's	policies	on	education.	beleid	 هسَايسِ 	политика	política	politika	die	Politik	politik	πολιτική,	πρόγραμμαpolítica	poliitika,	käitumisjoon	 تسایس 	käytäntö	politiqueמדיניות	฀฀฀฀	politika	(određena,	ne	kao	opći	pojam)	politika,
(irány)elvek	kebijaksanaan	stefna	politica	方針		politika	politika	dasar	beleidpolitikk,	taktikkpolityka	 تسايس 	política	politică	политика;	линия	поведения;	курс	politika	politika	politika	politik,	hållning,	policy	฀฀฀฀฀฀	politika	政策	політика	 لمع ฀	 ار 	 ،يسيلاپ 	chính	sách	政策	(ˈpoləsi)	–	plural	ˈpolicies	–	noun	a	(written)	agreement	with	an	insurance	company.	an	insurance	policy.	polis	
apólice	pojistka	die	Police	police;	-police	ασφαλιστήριο	συμβόλαιοpóliza	poliis	 همان 	 همیب 	vakuutussopimus	police	 חַּוטיִּב 	 תסַיִלופּ 	฀฀฀฀฀฀,	฀฀฀฀	฀฀฀฀	polica	osiguranja,	životno	osiguranje	biztosítási	kötvény	polis	(vá)tryggingarsamningur	polizza	保険証券			polisas,	draudimo	liudijimas	polise	polisi	polispolisepolisa	 ىسيلاپ 	apólice	poliţă	страховой	полис	poistka	zavarovalna	polica	polisa	försäkringsbrev
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	poliçe	保險單	страховий	поліс	฀د฀ اعم 	 يريرحت 	 اک 	 ينپمک ฀	 ميب 	hợp	đồng	bảo	hiểm	保险单Kernerman	English	Multilingual	Dictionary	©	2006-2013	K	Dictionaries	Ltd.n.	póliza;	reglamento;insurance	___	→	___	de	seguros.	English-Spanish	Medical	Dictionary	©	Farlex	2012	n	(pl	-cies)	póliza;	política;	insurance	—	póliza	de	seguro;	It’s	not	our	policy	to	give	confidential	information
over	the	telephone..No	estamos	autorizados	a	proporcionar	información	confidencial	por	teléfono.English-Spanish/Spanish-English	Medical	Dictionary	Copyright	©	2006	by	The	McGraw-Hill	Companies,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this
page:	"Yet	you	expect	to	sit	at	an	editor's	desk	some	day	and	conduct	a	policy."AN	Insurance	Agent	was	trying	to	induce	a	Hard	Man	to	Deal	With	to	take	out	a	policy	on	his	house.Might	not	some	surprise	also	be	expressed,	that	those	who	reproach	the	Southern	States	with	the	barbarous	policy	of	considering	as	property	a	part	of	their	human	brethren,	should	themselves
contend,	that	the	government	to	which	all	the	States	are	to	be	parties,	ought	to	consider	this	unfortunate	race	more	completely	in	the	unnatural	light	of	property,	than	the	very	laws	of	which	they	complain?With	them	and	with	most	other	European	nations	we	are	rivals	in	navigation	and	the	carrying	trade;	and	we	shall	deceive	ourselves	if	we	suppose	that	any	of	them	will
rejoice	to	see	it	flourish;	for,	as	our	carrying	trade	cannot	increase	without	in	some	degree	diminishing	theirs,	it	is	more	their	interest,	and	will	be	more	their	policy,	to	restrain	than	to	promote	it.DISSIMULATION	is	but	a	faint	kind	of	policy,	or	wisdom;	for	it	asketh	a	strong	wit,	and	a	strong	heart,	to	know	when	to	tell	truth,	and	to	do	it.To	secure	the	favor	and	interest	of
this	enterprising	and	powerful	monarch,	he	precipitated	England	into	a	war	with	France,	contrary	to	the	plainest	dictates	of	policy,	and	at	the	hazard	of	the	safety	and	independence,	as	well	of	the	kingdom	over	which	he	presided	by	his	counsels,	as	of	Europe	in	general.It	has	been	already	stated	that,	in	obedience	to	a	policy	rarely	departed	from,	the	sisters	were	separated
so	soon	as	they	reached	the	Huron	village.Under	the	new	policy	he	got	so	many	subscribers	that	his	rivals	endeavoured	to	discover	the	secret	of	his	prosperity,	but	he	kept	it,	and	when	he	died	it	died	with	him.But	besides	considerations	of	foreign	policy,	the	attention	of	Russian	society	was	at	that	time	keenly	directed	on	the	internal	changes	that	were	being	undertaken	in
all	the	departments	of	government.The	"journal	of	Astoria,"	however,	which	was	kept	under	his	own	eye,	records	this	union	as	a	high	state	alliance,	and	great	stroke	of	policy.	The	factory	had	to	depend,	in	a	great	measure,	on	the	Chinooks	for	provisions."Sire,"	said	Mazarin,	"I	have	studied	policy	thirty	years;	first,	under	the	auspices	of	M.And	they	have	to	find	a	support	for
themselves	in	inventing	a	policy.	And	they	bring	forward	some	notion,	some	policy	that	they	don't	believe	in,	that	does	harm;	and	the	whole	policy	is	really	only	a	means	to	a	government	house	and	so	much	income.	PolicyX	premium	calculator	gives	error-free	data	by	comparing	multiple	insurance	policies.	Our	insurance	experts	are	always	available	to	guide	you	through	a
hassle-free	claim	for	your	policies.	Our	advisors	are	trained	to	handle	customers	more	sensibly.	You	book	a	call	with	us	at	your	preferred	time,	and	we	will	get	back	to	you.	The	insurance	industry	can	be	hard	to	navigate	for	many.	Our	expert	advisors	make	insurance	simple	and	approachable	to	avoid	any	misconceptions	and	misinformation.		Always	there	for	you,	ready	to
help.	View	More	Anshika	Ojha	Nov,	2025	∙	7	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Nov,	2025	∙	8	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Nov,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Oct,	2025	∙	7	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Sep,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Sep,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Sep,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Aug,	2025	∙	5	min	read	Anshika	Ojha	Aug,	2025	∙	5	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar
Jul,	2025	∙	8	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Nov,	2025	∙	5	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Nov,	2025	∙	5	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Nov,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jul,	2025	∙	5	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jun,	2025	∙	7	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	May,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	May,	2025	∙	13	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	May,	2025	∙	9	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	May,
2025	∙	8	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	May,	2025	∙	5	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Nov,	2025	∙	5	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Nov,	2025	∙	6	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Oct,	2025	∙	5	min	read	DIVYA	SINGH	Oct,	2025	∙	8	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jul,	2025	∙	4	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jul,	2025	∙	4	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jul,	2025	∙	6	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jun,	2025	∙	7	min
read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jun,	2025	∙	5	min	read	Himanshu	Kumar	Jun,	2025	∙	6	min	read	TESTIMONIALS	All	my	claims	were	rejected	for	3	years.	Then,	I	received	a	text	from	PolicyX	team,	who	noticed	that	my	claims	hadn't	been	settled.	They	managed	to	get	my	claims	settled,	totalling	₹4.5	L.	I	really	appreciate	the	efforts	of	the	PolicyX	advisors	for	their	support	in	settling
my	claims.	I	highly	appreciate	the	help	of	the	PolicyX	team	for	settling	my	claim	of	Rs.	5	Lakhs	with	zero	deductions.	I	took	a	policy	online	from	them	in	March	2024.	As	a	customer,	it's	been	a	great	experience	throughout	the	process.	I'm	very	satisfied	because	my	claim	of	over	₹2	L	has	been	settled	as	a	result	of	your	team	effort.	However,	I	was	very	upset	with	the	insurer,
who	delayed	the	claim	for	almost	2	months.	But	with	your	support	and	interaction,	the	claim	was	settled	within	30	days	&	I	appreciate	it	a	lot.	I	bought	my	health	policy	from	PolicyX,	and	so	far,	it's	been	a	very	pleasant	experience	with	the	team.	I	really	appreciate	the	help	for	renewing	my	health	policy.	I	look	forward	to	continuing	my	relationship	with	PolicyX	and
recommend	it	to	everyone.	PolicyX	has	been	a	savior	during	a	medical	emergency	in	my	family	recently.	My	wife	was	admitted	in	the	hospital,	and	the	insurance	company	declined	my	claim	request.	The	PolicyX	team	handled	the	situation	very	well	and	I	received	the	claim	right	on	time.	I	purchased	a	health	plan	for	the	very	first	time	and	the	support	by	PolicyX	is
commendable.	They	helped	me	with	the	paperwork,	explained	the	policy	details	to	me	with	patience	and	supported	me	at	every	step	of	policy	buying.	A	big	thanks	to	you	guys.	Consult	India's	top	experts	armed	with	solid	research.	Get	professional	support	from	purchase	to	claims.	Why	trust	PolicyX	?	PARTNERS	We're	associated	with	India's	most	trusted	insurance
companies	WhatsApp	Me	24/7	Support	Etymology	Noun	(1)	Middle	English	policie,	pollecye	"art	or	practice	of	government,	system	of	government,	commonwealth,	organization	or	conduct	of	affairs,	practical	skill,	prudence,"	borrowed	from	Anglo-French	policie,	pollecie	"governance,	system	of	government"	(Middle	French	also,	"a	political	organization,	the	state,	conduct,
behavior"),	borrowed	from	Late	Latin	polītīa	"citizenship,	political	organization,	government"	—	more	at	police	entry	1	Note:	The	term	is	a	doublet	of	police	entry	1;	see	note	at	that	entry.	Noun	(2)	earlier	police,	pollecy	(in	the	phrase	police/pollecy	of	assurance,	after	French	pollice	d'assurance),	borrowed	from	Middle	French	police,	pollice	"certificate,	written	proof,"
probably	borrowed	from	Italian	polizza,	pollizza	"receipt,	promissory	note,"	alteration	of	apodissa,	appodissa	(by	absorption	of	initial	a-	by	the	definite	article	and	shift	of	-d-	to	a	lateral),	borrowed	from	Medieval	Latin	apodixa,	apodissa	"receipt,"	borrowed	from	Middle	Greek	apódeixis,	going	back	to	Greek,	"making	known,	proof,"	from	apodeik-,	stem	of	apodeíknymi,
apodeiknýnai	"to	point	out,	make	known,	prove"	+	-sis	-sis	—	more	at	apodictic	Note:	The	English	variant	with	-cy	is	presumably	assimilation	to	policy	entry	1,	ending	in	a	familiar	suffix;	it	appears	to	have	displaced	police	at	an	early	date.	—	Middle	French	police	has	also	been	taken	as	a	loan	from	Old	Occitan	polissia,	itself	borrowed	from	Italian,	or	directly	from	Medieval
Latin	or	Greek;	the	editors	of	Trésor	de	la	langue	française	reject	this	on	grounds	of	the	location	of	the	earliest	citations.	The	shift	of	a	dental	to	a	lateral	in	(apodissa	>	polizza)	is	perhaps	best	explained	as	direct	borrowing	into	Italian	from	vernacular	Greek,	where	the	dental	would	have	been	a	voiced	interdental	fricative;	as	Italian	lacked	this	sound,	it	was	transferred	as	an
-l-	(compare	the	etymology	of	pilot	entry	1).	This	alters	somewhat	the	path	of	transmission	in	the	etymology	above,	perhaps	removing	Medieval	Latin	as	an	intermediary.	First	Known	Use	Noun	(1)	15th	century,	in	the	meaning	defined	at	sense	1a	Noun	(2)	1565,	in	the	meaning	defined	at	sense	1	Time	Traveler	The	first	known	use	of	policy	was	in	the	15th	century	See	more
words	from	the	same	century	noun(plural	policies)	jump	to	other	results	[countable,	uncountable]	a	plan	of	action	agreed	or	chosen	by	a	political	party,	a	business,	etc.	policy	on	something	the	present	government’s	policy	on	educationThe	company	has	adopted	a	firm	policy	on	shoplifting.The	new	managers	are	expected	to	implement	new	policies.	policy	of	something	We
have	tried	to	pursue	a	policy	of	neutrality.	policy	of	doing	something	We	have	a	policy	of	refusing	to	comment	on	such	matters.	policy	towards	somebody/something	This	marked	the	beginning	of	a	more	open	policy	towards	the	rest	of	the	world.US	foreign/economic	policyThe	document	does	not	represent	government	policy.He	implemented	an	aggressive	monetary	policy	to
stimulate	the	economy.	They	have	had	a	significant	change	in	policy	on	paternity	leave.This	would	be	a	radical	shift	in	policy.a	policy	adviser/decisiona	policy	statement/objective/initiative/documentCollocations	PoliticsPoliticsPowercreate/​form/​be	the	leader	of	a	political	partygain/​take/​win/​lose/​regain	control	of	Congressstart/​spark/​lead/​be	on	the	brink	of	a	revolutionbe
engaged/​locked	in	an	internal	power	strugglelead/​form	a	rival/​breakaway	factionseize/​take	control	of	the	government/​powerbring	down/​overthrow/​topple	the	government/​president/​regimeabolish/​overthrow/​restore	the	monarchyestablish/​install	a	military	dictatorship/​a	stable	governmentbe	forced/​removed/​driven	from	office/​powerresign/​step	down	as	party	leader/​an	MP/​
president/​prime	ministerenter/​retire	from/​return	to	political	lifePolitical	debatespark/​provoke	a	heated/​hot/​intense/​lively	debateengage	in/​participate	in/​contribute	to	(the)	political/​public	debate	(on/​over	something)get	involved	in/​feel	excluded	from	the	political	processlaunch/​start/​lead/​spearhead	a	campaign/​movementjoin/​be	linked	with	the	peace/​anti-war/​feminist/​civil
rights	movementcriticize/​speak	out	against/​challenge/​support	the	governmentlobby/​put	pressure	on	the	government	(to	do	something)come	under	fire/​pressure	from	opposition	partiesPolicycall	for/​demand/​propose/​push	for/​advocate	democratic/​political/​land	reform(s)formulate/​implement	domestic	economic	policychange/​influence/​shape/​have	an	impact	on	government/​
economic/​public	policybe	consistent	with/​be	in	line	with/​go	against/​be	opposed	to	government	policyreform/​restructure/​modernize	the	tax	systemprivatize/​improve/​deliver/​make	cuts	in	public	servicesinvest	(heavily)	in/​spend	something	on	schools/​education/​public	services/(the)	infrastructurenationalize	the	banks/​the	oil	industrypromise/​propose/​deliver/​give	($80	billion	in/​
significant/​substantial/​massive)	tax	cutsa/​the	budget	is	approved/	(especially	North	American	English)	passed	by	parliament/​congressMaking	lawshave	a	majority	in/​have	seats	in	Parliament/​Congress/​the	Senatepropose/​sponsor	a	bill/​legislation/​a	resolutionintroduce/​bring	in/​draw	up/​draft/​adopt/​pass	a	bill/​a	law/​legislation/​measuresamend/​repeal	an	act/​a	law/​legislationveto/​
vote	against/​oppose	a	bill/​legislation/​a	measure/​a	proposal/​a	resolutionget/​require/​be	decided	by	a	majority	voteExtra	ExamplesSome	have	criticized	universities	for	their	admissions	policies.The	company	operates	a	strict	no-smoking	policy.The	company's	policy	of	expansion	has	created	many	new	jobs.The	government	followed	a	policy	of	restraint	in	public	spending.The
magazine	has	a	misguided	editorial	policy.We	have	a	zero-tolerance	policy	for	drugs.a	deliberate	policy	to	involve	people	of	all	ages	in	the	schemea	policy	adviser	who	made	his	name	as	a	health	reformera	policy	aimed	at	halting	economic	recessiona	policy	prohibiting	sexual	harassmentaffirmative-action	policies	that	aim	to	help	members	of	historically	disadvantaged
groupsan	open-door	policy	for	migrant	workerspolicies	designed	to	support	and	encourage	marriagepolicies	governing	the	management	of	the	environmentthe	need	to	address	public	policy	issues	at	the	national	levelthe	need	to	reform	our	flawed	agricultural	policythe	party's	policy	on	housingAs	far	as	crime	goes,	they	seem	to	have	no	coherent	policy.The	party	is
undertaking	a	wide-ranging	policy	review.The	party's	new	policy	on	education	has	yet	to	be	revealed.Their	social	policy	is	good,	but	will	it	work	in	practice?Topics	Politicsb1Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	policypolicy	+	verbbe	aimed	at	somethingbe	designed	to	do	somethinggovern	something…policy	+	nounprepositionphrasesSee	full	entry	[countable,
uncountable]	(formal)	a	principle	that	you	believe	in	that	influences	how	you	behave;	a	way	in	which	you	usually	behaveShe	is	following	her	usual	policy	of	ignoring	all	offers	of	help.	(saying)	Honesty	is	the	best	policy.Extra	ExamplesSilence	must	be	our	policy!It	is	my	policy	not	to	say	anything	to	the	press.Oxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveverb	+	policypolicy	+	verbbe
aimed	at	somethingbe	designed	to	do	somethinggovern	something…policy	+	nounprepositionphrasesSee	full	entry	[countable]	a	written	statement	of	a	contract	of	insuranceCheck	the	terms	of	the	policy	before	you	sign.WordfinderExtra	ExamplesThe	policy	covers	(you	for)	accidental	loss	or	damage.risks	defined	in	the	policythe	types	of	claims	covered	under	the
policyOxford	Collocations	Dictionaryadjectiveinsurancebuildings	and	contentshome	and	contents…verb	+	policypolicy	+	verbcover	somebody/​somethingexpirepolicy	+	nounprepositionin	a/​the	policyunder	a/​the	policySee	full	entry	Word	Originsenses	1	to	2	late	Middle	English:	from	Old	French	policie	‘civil	administration’,	via	Latin	from	Greek	politeia	‘citizenship’,	from
politēs	‘citizen’,	from	polis	‘city’.sense	3	mid	16th	cent.:	from	French	police	‘bill	of	lading,	contract	of	insurance’,	from	Provençal	poliss(i)a,	probably	from	medieval	Latin	apodissa,	apodixa,	based	on	Greek	apodeixis	‘evidence,	proof’,	from	apodeiknunai	‘demonstrate,	show’.See	policy	in	the	Oxford	Advanced	American	DictionarySee	policy	in	the	Oxford	Learner's	Dictionary
of	Academic	English	Principle	or	protocol	to	guide	decisions	and	achieve	rational	outcomes	For	other	uses,	see	Policy	(disambiguation).	Not	to	be	confused	with	Police.	For	policies	regarding	Wikipedia,	see	Wikipedia:Policies	and	guidelines.	Part	of	a	series	onPolitics	Outline	Index	Category	Primary	topics	Outline	of	political	science	Index	of	politics	articles	Politics	by
country	Politics	by	subdivision	Political	economy	Political	history	Political	history	of	the	world	Political	philosophy	Systems	Anarchy	City-state	Collective	leadership	Confessional	Democracy	Dictatorship	Directorial	Federacy	Feudalism	Hybrid	regime	Meritocracy	Monarchy	Parliamentary	Presidential	Republic	Semi-parliamentary	Semi-presidential	Theocracy	Academic
disciplines	Political	science	(political	scientists)	International	relations	(theory)	Comparative	politics	Election	science	Political	analysis	Political	theory	Policy	studies	Political	psychology	Political	sociology	Public	administration	Bureaucracy	(street-level)	Technocracy	Adhocracy	Service	(Public	/	Civil)	Policy	Public	policy	(doctrine)	Domestic	policy	Foreign	policy	Civil	society
Public	interest	Government	branches	Separation	of	powers	Legislature	Executive	Judiciary	Election	commission	Related	topics	Sovereignty	Polity	/	State	/	Country	Biology	and	political	orientation	Critique	of	political	economy	Political	censorship	Political	organisations	Theories	of	political	behavior	Subseries	Electoral	systems	Elections	voting	Unitarism	Federalism
Government	(forms	/	Governance)	Ideology	Culture	Political	campaigning	Political	parties	Politics	portalvte	Policy	is	a	deliberate	system	of	guidelines	to	guide	decisions	and	achieve	rational	outcomes.	A	policy	is	a	statement	of	intent	and	is	implemented	as	a	procedure	or	protocol.	Policies	are	generally	adopted	by	a	governance	body	within	an	organization.	Policies	can
assist	in	both	subjective	and	objective	decision	making.	Policies	used	in	subjective	decision-making	usually	assist	senior	management	with	decisions	that	must	be	based	on	the	relative	merits	of	a	number	of	factors,	and	as	a	result,	are	often	hard	to	test	objectively,	e.g.	work–life	balance	policy.	Moreover,	governments	and	other	institutions	have	policies	in	the	form	of	laws,
regulations,	procedures,	administrative	actions,	incentives	and	voluntary	practices.	Frequently,	resource	allocations	mirror	policy	decisions.	Policies	intended	to	assist	in	objective	decision-making	are	usually	operational	in	nature	and	can	be	objectively	tested,	e.g.	a	password	policy.[1]	The	term	may	apply	to	government,	public	sector	organizations	and	groups,	businesses
and	individuals.	Presidential	executive	orders,	corporate	privacy	policies,	and	parliamentary	rules	of	order	are	all	examples	of	policy.	Policy	differs	from	rules	or	law.	While	the	law	can	compel	or	prohibit	behaviors	(e.g.	a	law	requiring	the	payment	of	taxes	on	income),	policy	merely	guides	actions	toward	those	that	are	most	likely	to	achieve	the	desired	outcome.[2]	Policy	or
policy	study	may	also	refer	to	the	process	of	making	important	organizational	decisions,	including	the	identification	of	different	alternatives	such	as	programs	or	spending	priorities,	and	choosing	among	them	on	the	basis	of	the	impact	they	will	have.	Policies	can	be	understood	as	political,	managerial,	financial,	and	administrative	mechanisms	arranged	to	reach	explicit
goals.	In	public	corporate	finance,	a	critical	accounting	policy	is	a	policy	for	a	firm	or	company	or	an	industry	that	is	considered	to	have	a	notably	high	subjective	element,	and	that	has	a	material	impact	on	the	financial	statements.[citation	needed]	It	has	been	argued	that	policies	ought	to	be	evidence-based.	An	individual	or	organization	is	justified	in	claiming	that	a	specific
policy	is	evidence-based	if,	and	only	if,	three	conditions	are	met.	First,	the	individual	or	organization	possesses	comparative	evidence	about	the	effects	of	the	specific	policy	in	comparison	to	the	effects	of	at	least	one	alternative	policy.	Second,	the	specific	policy	is	supported	by	this	evidence	according	to	at	least	one	of	the	individual's	or	organization's	preferences	in	the
given	policy	area.	Third,	the	individual	or	organization	can	provide	a	sound	account	for	this	support	by	explaining	the	evidence	and	preferences	that	lay	the	foundation	for	the	claim.[3]	Policies	are	dynamic;	they	are	not	just	static	lists	of	goals	or	laws.	Policy	blueprints	have	to	be	implemented,	often	with	unexpected	results.	Social	policies	are	what	happens	'on	the	ground'
when	they	are	implemented,	as	well	as	what	happens	at	the	decision	making	or	legislative	stage.[4]	When	the	term	policy	is	used,	it	may	also	refer	to:[4]	Official	government	policy	(legislation	or	guidelines	that	govern	how	laws	should	be	put	into	operation)	Broad	ideas	and	goals	in	political	manifestos	and	pamphlets	A	company	or	organization's	policy	on	a	particular	topic.
For	example,	the	equal	opportunity	policy	of	a	company	shows	that	the	company	aims	to	treat	all	its	staff	equally.	The	actions	an	organization	actually	takes	may	often	vary	significantly	from	its	stated	policy.	This	difference	is	sometimes	caused	by	political	compromise	over	policy,	while	in	other	situations	it	is	caused	by	lack	of	policy	implementation	and	enforcement.
Implementing	policy	may	have	unexpected	results,	stemming	from	a	policy	whose	reach	extends	further	than	the	problem	it	was	originally	crafted	to	address.	Additionally,	unpredictable	results	may	arise	from	selective	or	idiosyncratic	enforcement	of	policy.[4]	The	intended	effects	of	a	policy	vary	widely	according	to	the	organization	and	the	context	in	which	they	are	made.
Broadly,	policies	are	typically	instituted	to	avoid	some	negative	effect	that	has	been	noticed	in	the	organization,	or	to	seek	some	positive	benefit.[citation	needed]	A	way	to	extract	the	stated	aims	of	a	public	policy	is	to	analyze	the	goals	embedded	in	the	legislation	that	establishes	it.[5]	This	approach	helps	clarify	the	explicit	intentions	behind	a	policy	and	provides	a
normative	foundation	for	evaluating	its	effectiveness	in	practice.	A	meta-analysis	of	policy	studies	concluded	that	international	treaties	that	aim	to	foster	global	cooperation	have	mostly	failed	to	produce	their	intended	effects	in	addressing	global	challenges,	and	sometimes	may	have	led	to	unintended	harmful	or	net	negative	effects.	The	study	suggests	enforcement
mechanisms	are	the	"only	modifiable	treaty	design	choice"	with	the	potential	to	improve	the	effectiveness.[6][7]	The	State	of	California	provides	an	example	of	benefit-seeking	policy.	In	recent	years,	the	numbers	of	hybrid	cars	in	California	has	increased	dramatically,	in	part	because	of	policy	changes	in	Federal	law	that	provided	USD	$1,500	in	tax	credits	(since	phased	out)
and	enabled	the	use	of	high-occupancy	vehicle	lanes	to	drivers	of	hybrid	vehicles.	In	this	case,	the	organization	(state	or	federal	government)	created	an	effect	(increased	ownership	and	use	of	hybrid	vehicles)	through	policy	(tax	breaks,	highway	lanes).[8]	Policies	frequently	have	side	effects	or	unintended	consequences.	Because	the	environments	that	policies	seek	to
influence	or	manipulate	are	typically	complex	adaptive	systems	(e.g.	governments,	societies,	large	companies),	making	a	policy	change	can	have	counterintuitive	results.	For	example,	a	government	may	make	a	policy	decision	to	raise	taxes,	in	hopes	of	increasing	overall	tax	revenue.	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	tax	increase,	this	may	have	the	overall	effect	of	reducing	tax
revenue	by	causing	capital	flight	or	by	creating	a	rate	so	high	that	citizens	are	deterred	from	earning	the	money	that	is	taxed.[a][9]	The	policy	formulation	process	theoretically	includes	an	attempt	to	assess	as	many	areas	of	potential	policy	impact	as	possible,	to	lessen	the	chances	that	a	given	policy	will	have	unexpected	or	unintended	consequences.[10]	Example	of	the
policy	cycle	concept	In	political	science,	the	policy	cycle	is	a	tool	commonly	used	for	analyzing	the	development	of	a	policy.	It	can	also	be	referred	to	as	a	"stages	model"	or	"stages	heuristic".	It	is	thus	a	rule	of	thumb	rather	than	the	actual	reality	of	how	policy	is	created,	but	has	been	influential	in	how	political	scientists	looked	at	policy	in	general.[11]	It	was	developed	as	a
theory	from	Harold	Lasswell's	work.	It	is	called	the	policy	cycle	as	the	final	stage	(evaluation)	often	leads	back	to	the	first	stage	(problem	definition),	thus	restarting	the	cycle.	Harold	Lasswell's	popular	model	of	the	policy	cycle	divided	the	process	into	seven	distinct	stages,	asking	questions	of	both	how	and	why	public	policies	should	be	made.[12]	With	the	stages	ranging
from	(1)	intelligence,	(2)	promotion,	(3)	prescription,	(4)	invocation,	(5)	application,	(6)	termination	and	(7)	appraisal,	this	process	inherently	attempts	to	combine	policy	implementation	to	formulated	policy	goals.[13]	One	version	by	James	E.	Anderson,	in	his	Public	Policy-Making	(1974)	has	the	following	stages:	Agenda	setting	(Problem	identification)	–	The	recognition	of
certain	subject	as	a	problem	demanding	further	government	attention.	Policy	formulation	–	Involves	exploring	a	variation	of	options	or	alternative	courses	of	action	available	for	addressing	the	problem.	(appraisal,	dialogue,	formulation,	and	consolidation)	Decision-making	–	Government	decides	on	an	ultimate	course	of	action,	whether	to	perpetuate	the	policy	status	quo	or
alter	it.	(Decision	could	be	'positive',	'negative',	or	'no-action')	Implementation	–	The	ultimate	decision	made	earlier	will	be	put	into	practice.	Evaluation	–	Assesses	the	effectiveness	of	a	public	policy	in	terms	of	its	perceived	intentions	and	results.	Policy	actors	attempt	to	determine	whether	the	course	of	action	is	a	success	or	failure	by	examining	its	impact	and	outcomes.
Anderson's	version	of	the	stages	model	is	the	most	common	and	widely	recognized	out	of	the	models.	However,	it	could	also	be	seen	as	flawed.	According	to	Paul	A.	Sabatier,	the	model	has	"outlived	its	usefulness"	and	should	be	replaced.[14]	The	model's	issues	have	led	to	a	paradoxical	situation	in	which	current	research	and	updated	versions	of	the	model	continue	to	rely
on	the	framework	created	by	Anderson.	But	the	very	concept	of	the	stages	model	has	been	discredited,	which	attacks	the	cycle's	status	as	a	heuristic.[15]	Due	to	these	problems,	alternative	and	newer	versions	of	the	model	have	aimed	to	create	a	more	comprehensive	view	of	the	policy	cycle.	An	eight	step	policy	cycle	is	developed	in	detail	in	The	Australian	Policy	Handbook
by	Peter	Bridgman	and	Glyn	Davis:	(now	with	Catherine	Althaus	in	its	4th	and	5th	editions)	Issue	identification	Policy	analysis	Consultation	(which	permeates	the	entire	process)	Policy	instrument	development	Building	coordination	and	coalitions	Program	Design:	Decision	making	Policy	Implementation	Policy	Evaluation	The	Althaus,	Bridgman	&	Davis	model	is	heuristic
and	iterative.	It	is	intentionally	normative[clarification	needed]	and	not	meant	to	be	diagnostic[clarification	needed]	or	predictive.	Policy	cycles	are	typically	characterized	as	adopting	a	classical	approach,	and	tend	to	describe	processes	from	the	perspective	of	policy	decision	makers.	Accordingly,	some	post-positivist	academics	challenge	cyclical	models	as	unresponsive	and
unrealistic,	preferring	systemic	and	more	complex	models.[16]	They	consider	a	broader	range	of	actors	involved	in	the	policy	space	that	includes	civil	society	organizations,	the	media,	intellectuals,	think	tanks	or	policy	research	institutes,	corporations,	lobbyists,	etc.	This	section	does	not	cite	any	sources.	Please	help	improve	this	section	by	adding	citations	to	reliable
sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(June	2023)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	Policies	are	typically	promulgated	through	official	written	documents.	Policy	documents	often	come	with	the	endorsement	or	signature	of	the	executive	powers	within	an	organization	to	legitimize	the	policy	and	demonstrate	that	it	is	considered	in	force.
Such	documents	often	have	standard	formats	that	are	particular	to	the	organization	issuing	the	policy.	While	such	formats	differ	in	form,	policy	documents	usually	contain	certain	standard	components	including:	A	purpose	statement,	outlining	why	the	organization	is	issuing	the	policy,	and	what	its	desired	effect	or	outcome	of	the	policy	should	be.	An	applicability	and	scope
statement,	describing	who	the	policy	affects	and	which	actions	are	impacted	by	the	policy.	The	applicability	and	scope	may	expressly	exclude	certain	people,	organizations,	or	actions	from	the	policy	requirements.	Applicability	and	scope	is	used	to	focus	the	policy	on	only	the	desired	targets,	and	avoid	unintended	consequences	where	possible.	An	effective	date	which
indicates	when	the	policy	comes	into	force.	Retroactive	policies	are	rare,	but	can	be	found.	A	responsibilities	section,	indicating	which	parties	and	organizations	are	responsible	for	carrying	out	individual	policy	statements.	Many	policies	may	require	the	establishment	of	some	ongoing	function	or	action.	For	example,	a	purchasing	policy	might	specify	that	a	purchasing	office
be	created	to	process	purchase	requests,	and	that	this	office	would	be	responsible	for	ongoing	actions.	Responsibilities	often	include	identification	of	any	relevant	oversight	and/or	governance	structures.	Policy	statements	indicating	the	specific	regulations,	requirements,	or	modifications	to	organizational	behavior	that	the	policy	is	creating.	Policy	statements	are	extremely
diverse	depending	on	the	organization	and	intent,	and	may	take	almost	any	form.	Some	policies	may	contain	additional	sections,	including:	Background,	indicating	any	reasons,	history,	ethical	background	statements,	and/or	intent	that	led	to	the	creation	of	the	policy,	which	may	be	listed	as	motivating	factors.	This	information	is	often	quite	valuable	when	policies	must	be
evaluated	or	used	in	ambiguous	situations,	just	as	the	intent	of	a	law	can	be	useful	to	a	court	when	deciding	a	case	that	involves	that	law.	Definitions,	providing	clear	and	unambiguous	definitions	for	terms	and	concepts	found	in	the	policy	document.	Policy	types	include	those	which	are	set	by	government,	political	parties	and	public	organisations,	and	those	which	are
adopted	within	businesses.	Political	parties	use	policies	to	set	out	the	basis	on	which	they	seek	popular	support	at	an	election.[17]	Within	businesses,	human	resource	policies	and	purchasing	policies	provide	examples	of	how	organizations	attempt	to	comply	with	legal	requirements	and	avoid	negative	effects.	Many	large	companies	have	policies	stating	that	all	purchases
above	a	certain	value	must	be	performed	through	a	purchasing	process.	By	requiring	this	standard	purchasing	process	through	policy,	the	organization	can	limit	waste	and	standardize	the	way	purchasing	is	done.[18]	The	American	political	scientist	Theodore	J.	Lowi	proposed	four	types	of	public	policy,	namely	distributive,	redistributive,	regulatory	and	constituent	in	his
article	"Four	Systems	of	Policy,	Politics	and	Choice"	and	in	"American	Business,	Public	Policy,	Case	Studies	and	Political	Theory".	Policy	addresses	the	intent	of	the	organization,	whether	government,	business,	professional,	or	voluntary.	Policy	is	intended	to	affect	the	"real"	world,	by	guiding	the	decisions	that	are	made.	Whether	they	are	formally	written	or	not,	most
organizations	have	identified	policies.[4]	Policies	may	be	classified	in	many	different	ways.	The	following	is	a	sample	of	several	different	types	of	policies	broken	down	by	their	effect	on	members	of	the	organization.[4]	See	also:	Distributive	tendency	Distributive	policies	involve	government	allocation	of	resources,	services,	or	benefits	to	specific	groups	or	individuals	in
society.	The	primary	characteristic	of	distributive	policies	is	that	they	aim	to	provide	goods	or	services	to	a	targeted	group	without	significantly	reducing	the	availability	or	benefits	for	other	groups.	These	policies	are	often	designed	to	promote	economic	or	social	equity.	Examples	include	subsidies	for	farmers,	social	welfare	programs,	and	funding	for	public	education.
Regulatory	policies	aim	to	control	or	regulate	the	behavior	and	practices	of	individuals,	organizations,	or	industries.	These	policies	are	intended	to	address	issues	related	to	public	safety,	consumer	protection,	and	environmental	conservation.	Regulatory	policies	involve	government	intervention	in	the	form	of	laws,	regulations,	and	oversight.	Examples	include	environmental
regulations,	labor	laws,	and	safety	standards	for	food	and	drugs.	Another	example	of	a	fairly	successful	public	regulatory	policy	is	that	of	a	highway	speed	limit.[4]	Constituent	policies	are	less	concerned	with	the	allocation	of	resources	or	regulation	of	behavior,	and	more	focused	on	representing	the	preferences	and	values	of	the	public.	These	policies	involve	addressing
public	concerns	and	issues	that	may	not	have	direct	economic	or	regulatory	implications.	They	often	reflect	the	broader	values	and	beliefs	of	the	society.	Constituent	policies	can	include	symbolic	gestures,	such	as	resolutions	recognizing	historical	events	or	designating	official	state	symbols.	Constituent	policies	also	deal	with	fiscal	policy	in	some	circumstances.[4]
Redistributive	policies	involve	the	transfer	of	resources	or	benefits	from	one	group	to	another,	typically	from	the	wealthy	or	privileged	to	the	less	advantaged.	These	policies	seek	to	reduce	economic	or	social	inequality	by	taking	from	those	with	more	and	providing	for	those	with	less.	Progressive	taxation,	welfare	programs,	and	financial	assistance	to	low-income	households
are	examples	of	redistributive	policies.	Horizontal	policy	making	and	implementation	involve	joint	work	across	governmental	and	departmental	boundaries	and	across	different	social	segments.	Its	aim	is	to	address	broad	social	issues	such	as	poverty	and	social	integration.	One	example	is	Quebec's	Act	to	Combat	Poverty	and	Social	Exclusion	(2002),[19]	and	its
accompanying	strategy	and	action	plans.[20]	In	Gail	Motsi's	analysis	of	horizontal	policy-making	for	the	Institute	on	Governance,	successful	horizontal	initiatives	depend	on	effective	consideration	of	what	needs	to	be	shared	and	when	it	needs	to	be	shared.	There	is	a	continuum	between	information	sharing,	the	sharing	of	objectives	and	the	sharing	of	authority,	with
information	sharing	generally	being	easiest	to	establish,	and	the	sharing	of	authority	being	the	most	difficult.[20]	Balsillie	School	of	International	Affairs	at	the	CIGI	Campus	Blavatnik	School	of	Government	building	Balsillie	School	of	International	Affairs	Blavatnik	School	of	Government	Goldman	School	of	Public	Policy	at	the	University	of	California	Berkeley	London	School
of	Economics	King's	College	London	The	University	of	Chicago	Harris	School	of	Public	Policy	Heinz	College	of	Information	Systems	and	Public	Policy	at	Carnegie	Mellon	University	Harvard	Kennedy	School	of	Government	Hertie	School	of	Governance	Munk	School	of	Global	Affairs	and	Public	Policy	Norman	Paterson	School	of	International	Affairs	Paul	H.	Nitze	School	of
Advanced	International	Studies	Princeton	School	of	Public	and	International	Affairs	Sciences	Po	Paris	University	of	Cambridge	University	of	Glasgow	University	of	Warwick	Paris	Nanterre	University	Company	policy	Communications	and	information	policy	Human	resource	policies	Privacy	policy	Public	policy	Defense	policy	Domestic	policy	Economic	policy	Education	policy
Energy	policy	Environmental	policy	Foreign	policy	Forest	policy	Health	policy	Macroeconomic	policy	Monetary	policy	Plan	Population	policy	Public	policy	in	law	Science	policy	Security	policy	Social	policy	Urban	policy	Transport	policy	Water	policy	In	contemporary	systems	of	market-oriented	economics	and	of	homogeneous	voting	of	delegates	and	decisions,	policy	mixes
are	usually	introduced	depending	on	factors	that	include	popularity	in	the	public	(influenced	via	media	and	education	as	well	as	by	cultural	identity),	contemporary	economics	(such	as	what	is	beneficial	or	a	burden	in	the	long-	and	near-term	within	it)	and	a	general	state	of	international	competition	(often	the	focus	of	geopolitics).	Broadly,	considerations	include	political
competition	with	other	parties	and	social	stability	as	well	as	national	interests	within	the	framework	of	global	dynamics.[21][additional	citation(s)	needed]	Policies	or	policy-elements	can	be	designed	and	proposed	by	a	multitude	of	actors	or	collaborating	actor-networks	in	various	ways.[22]	Alternative	options	as	well	as	organisations	and	decision-makers	that	would	be
responsible	for	enacting	these	policies	–	or	explaining	their	rejection	–	can	be	identified.	"Policy	sequencing"	is	a	concept	that	integrates	mixes	of	existing	or	hypothetical	policies	and	arranges	them	in	a	sequential	order.	The	use	of	such	frameworks	may	make	complex	polycentric	governance	for	the	achievement	of	goals	such	as	climate	change	mitigation	and	stoppage	of
deforestation	more	easily	achievable	or	more	effective,	fair,	efficient,	legitimate	and	rapidly	implemented.[23][24][25][26][additional	citation(s)	needed]	Contemporary	ways	of	policy-making	or	decision-making	may	depend	on	exogenously-driven	shocks	that	"undermine	institutionally	entrenched	policy	equilibria"	and	may	not	always	be	functional	in	terms	of	sufficiently
preventing	and	solving	problems,	especially	when	unpopular	policies,	regulation	of	influential	entities	with	vested	interests,[26]	international	coordination	and	non-reactive	strategic	long-term	thinking	and	management	are	needed.[27]	In	that	sense,	"reactive	sequencing"	refers	to	"the	notion	that	early	events	in	a	sequence	set	in	motion	a	chain	of	causally	linked	reactions
and	counter-reactions	which	trigger	subsequent	development".[28]	This	is	a	concept	separate	to	policy	sequencing	in	that	the	latter	may	require	actions	from	a	multitude	of	parties	at	different	stages	for	progress	of	the	sequence,	rather	than	an	initial	"shock",	force-exertion	or	catalysis	of	chains	of	events.	In	the	modern	highly	interconnected	world,	polycentric	governance
has	become	ever	more	important	–	such	"requires	a	complex	combination	of	multiple	levels	and	diverse	types	of	organizations	drawn	from	the	public,	private,	and	voluntary	sectors	that	have	overlapping	realms	of	responsibility	and	functional	capacities".[29]	Key	components	of	policies	include	command-and-control	measures,	enabling	measures,	monitoring,	incentives	and
disincentives.[23]	Science-based	policy,	related	to	the	more	narrow	concept	of	evidence-based	policy,	may	have	also	become	more	important.	A	review	about	worldwide	pollution	as	a	major	cause	of	death	–	where	it	found	little	progress,	suggests	that	successful	control	of	conjoined	threats	such	as	pollution,	climate	change,	and	biodiversity	loss	requires	a	global,	"formal
science–policy	interface",	e.g.	to	"inform	intervention,	influence	research,	and	guide	funding".[30]	Broadly,	science–policy	interfaces	include	both	science	in	policy	and	science	for	policy.[31]	Artificial	intelligence	in	government	Blueprint	Distributive	tendency	Iron	triangle	Mandate	(politics)	Overton	window	Pattern	language	Policy	alienation	Policy	analysis	Policy
Governance	Policy	studies	Political	science	Program	evaluation	Public	administration	Public	health	Public	policy	(law)	Public	policy	schools	Public	services	Social	contract	Social	welfare	Social	work	Think	tank	^	For	more	information	on	the	effect	of	tax	policy	on	state	revenues,	see	Laffer	curve.	^	Office,	Publications.	"What	is	policy".	sydney.edu.au.	Retrieved	15	April
2018.	^	Voican,	Mădălina	(2008).	"Government's	Role	in	Coordination	of	Decision-	Making	Process".	Revista	de	Științe	Politics.	Journal	of	Political	Science	(17):	26–31.	^	Gade,	Christian	(2023).	"When	is	it	justified	to	claim	that	a	practice	or	policy	is	evidence-based?	Reflections	on	evidence	and	preferences".	Evidence	&	Policy.	20	(2):	244–253.
doi:10.1332/174426421X16905606522863.	S2CID	261138726.		This	article	incorporates	text	available	under	the	CC	BY	4.0	license.	^	a	b	c	d	e	f	g	Lowi,	Theodore	J.	(July	1972).	"Four	Systems	of	Policy,	Politics,	and	Choice".	Public	Administration	Review.	32	(4):	298–310.	doi:10.2307/974990.	JSTOR	974990.	^	Kotzampasakis,	Manolis;	Woerdman,	Edwin	(July	2024).	"The
Legal	Objectives	of	the	EU	Emissions	Trading	System:	An	Evaluation	Framework".	Transnational	Environmental	Law.	13	(2):	312–336.	Bibcode:2024TELaw..13..312K.	doi:10.1017/S2047102524000153.	ISSN	2047-1025.	^	"Most	international	treaties	are	ineffective,	Canadian	study	finds".	CTVNews.	3	August	2022.	Retrieved	15	September	2022.	^	Hoffman,	Steven	J.;	Baral,
Prativa;	Rogers	Van	Katwyk,	Susan;	Sritharan,	Lathika;	Hughsam,	Matthew;	Randhawa,	Harkanwal;	Lin,	Gigi;	Campbell,	Sophie;	Campus,	Brooke;	Dantas,	Maria;	Foroughian,	Neda;	Groux,	Gaëlle;	Gunn,	Elliot;	Guyatt,	Gordon;	Habibi,	Roojin;	Karabit,	Mina;	Karir,	Aneesh;	Kruja,	Krista;	Lavis,	John	N.;	Lee,	Olivia;	Li,	Binxi;	Nagi,	Ranjana;	Naicker,	Kiyuri;	Røttingen,	John-
Arne;	Sahar,	Nicola;	Srivastava,	Archita;	Tejpar,	Ali;	Tran,	Maxwell;	Zhang,	Yu-qing;	Zhou,	Qi;	Poirier,	Mathieu	J.	P.	(9	August	2022).	"International	treaties	have	mostly	failed	to	produce	their	intended	effects".	Proceedings	of	the	National	Academy	of	Sciences.	119	(32)	e2122854119.	Bibcode:2022PNAS..11922854H.	doi:10.1073/pnas.2122854119.	ISSN	0027-8424.
PMC	9372541.	PMID	35914153.	University	press	release:	"Do	international	treaties	actually	work?	Study	says	they	mostly	don't".	York	University.	Retrieved	15	September	2022.	^	Nesamani,	K.S.;	Lianyu,	C.H.U.;	Recker,	Will	(2010).	"Policy	implications	of	incorporating	hybrid	vehicles	into	high-occupancy	vehicle	lanes".	Journal	of	Transportation	Systems	Engineering	and
Information	Technology.	10	(2):	30–41.	doi:10.1016/S1570-6672(09)60031-3.	Retrieved	7	June	2023.	^	Lai,	Yu-Bong	(2006).	"Capital	Tax	Competition	in	the	Presence	of	Rent-Shifting	Incentives"	(PDF).	經濟研究	(Taipei	Economic	Inquiry).	42	(1):	1–24.	Retrieved	7	June	2023.	^	Deleon,	Peter;	Steelman,	Toddi	A.	(2001).	"Making	public	policy	programs	effective	and	relevant:
The	role	of	the	policy	sciences".	Journal	of	Policy	Analysis	and	Management.	20	(1):	163–171.	doi:10.1002/1520-6688(200124)20:13.0.co;2-w.	ISSN	0276-8739.	^	Nakamura	1987.	^	Laswell,	H(1971).	A	Pre-View	of	Policy	Sciences.	New	York,	Elsevier.	^	Howlett,	M.	(2011)	Designing	public	policies:	principles	and	instruments.	Routledge.	^	Sabatier,	Paul	A.	(June	1991).
"Toward	Better	Theories	of	the	Policy	Process".	PS:	Political	Science	and	Politics.	24	(2):	147–156.	doi:10.2307/419923.	JSTOR	419923.	S2CID	153841704.	^	Fischer,	Frank;	Miller,	Gerald	J.	(2006-12-21).	Handbook	of	Public	Policy	Analysis:	Theory,	Politics,	and	Methods.	CRC	Press.	ISBN	978-1-4200-1700-7.	^	Young,	John	and	Enrique	Mendizabal.	Helping	researchers
become	policy	entrepreneurs,	Overseas	Development	Institute,	London,	September	2009.	^	Labour	Party	(UK),	10	Labour	policies	to	change	Britain,	published	on	27	May	2024,	accessed	on	1	June	2025	^	Herbert,	Peter	(1984).	"The	financial	implications	of	purchasing	policy".	Journal	of	General	Management.	9	(4):	36–54.	doi:10.1177/030630708400900403.
S2CID	168835724.	^	Assemblée	nationale	du	Québec,	Bill	112,	An	Act	to	combat	poverty	and	social	exclusion,	18	December	2002,	accessed	on	3	April	2025	^	a	b	Motsi,	G.,	Two	Key	Questions	For	Horizontal	Policy	Making	&	Implementation,	Policy	Brief	No.	34,	Institute	on	Governance,	pages	1	and	3,	published	in	2009,	accessed	on	14	February	2025	^	Birkland,	Thomas	A.
(2	July	2019).	An	Introduction	to	the	Policy	Process:	Theories,	Concepts,	and	Models	of	Public	Policy	Making	(5	ed.).	Routledge.	ISBN	978-1-351-02394-8.	^	Taeihagh,	Araz	(1	June	2017).	"Network-centric	policy	design".	Policy	Sciences.	50	(2):	317–338.	doi:10.1007/s11077-016-9270-0.	ISSN	1573-0891.	S2CID	157209343.	^	a	b	Furumo,	Paul	R.;	Lambin,	Eric	F.	(27	October
2021).	"Policy	sequencing	to	reduce	tropical	deforestation".	Global	Sustainability.	4.	Bibcode:2021GlSus...4E..24F.	doi:10.1017/sus.2021.21.	hdl:2078.1/255479.	ISSN	2059-4798.	S2CID	239890357.	^	Meckling,	Jonas;	Sterner,	Thomas;	Wagner,	Gernot	(December	2017).	"Policy	sequencing	toward	decarbonization".	Nature	Energy.	2	(12):	918–922.
Bibcode:2017NatEn...2..918M.	doi:10.1038/s41560-017-0025-8.	ISSN	2058-7546.	S2CID	158217818.	^	Pahle,	Michael;	Burtraw,	Dallas;	Flachsland,	Christian;	Kelsey,	Nina;	Biber,	Eric;	Meckling,	Jonas;	Edenhofer,	Ottmar;	Zysman,	John	(October	2018).	"Sequencing	to	ratchet	up	climate	policy	stringency".	Nature	Climate	Change.	8	(10):	861–867.
Bibcode:2018NatCC...8..861P.	doi:10.1038/s41558-018-0287-6.	ISSN	1758-6798.	S2CID	92543128.	^	a	b	"Timing	is	everything:	Researchers	reveal	why	the	right	sequence	of	policies	is	essential	to	slow	deforestation".	Stanford	University.	Retrieved	23	November	2021.	^	Howlett,	Michael	(December	2009).	"Process	Sequencing	Policy	Dynamics:	Beyond	Homeostasis	and
Path	Dependency".	Journal	of	Public	Policy.	29	(3):	241–262.	doi:10.1017/S0143814X09990158.	ISSN	1469-7815.	S2CID	155023873.	^	Daugbjerg,	Carsten	(1	April	2009).	"Sequencing	in	public	policy:	the	evolution	of	the	CAP	over	a	decade".	Journal	of	European	Public	Policy.	16	(3):	395–411.	doi:10.1080/13501760802662698.	ISSN	1350-1763.	S2CID	153785609.	^
Carlisle,	Keith;	Gruby,	Rebecca	L.	(2019).	"Polycentric	Systems	of	Governance:	A	Theoretical	Model	for	the	Commons".	Policy	Studies	Journal.	47	(4):	927–952.	doi:10.1111/psj.12212.	ISSN	1541-0072.	^	Fuller,	Richard;	Landrigan,	Philip	J;	Balakrishnan,	Kalpana;	Bathan,	Glynda;	Bose-O'Reilly,	Stephan;	Brauer,	Michael;	Caravanos,	Jack;	Chiles,	Tom;	Cohen,	Aaron;	Corra,
Lilian;	Cropper,	Maureen;	Ferraro,	Greg;	Hanna,	Jill;	Hanrahan,	David;	Hu,	Howard;	Hunter,	David;	Janata,	Gloria;	Kupka,	Rachael;	Lanphear,	Bruce;	Lichtveld,	Maureen;	Martin,	Keith;	Mustapha,	Adetoun;	Sánchez-Triana,	Ernesto;	Sandilya,	Karti;	Schaefli,	Laura;	Shaw,	Joseph;	Seddon,	Jessica;	Suk,	William;	Téllez-Rojo,	Martha	María;	Yan,	Chonghuai	(June	2022).
"Pollution	and	health:	a	progress	update".	The	Lancet	Planetary	Health.	6	(6):	e535	–	e547.	doi:10.1016/S2542-5196(22)00090-0.	PMC	11995256.	PMID	35594895.	S2CID	248905224.	^	"Science-Policy	Interface	Platform".	Major	Group	for	Children	and	Youth.	Retrieved	10	July	2022.	Althaus,	Catherine;	Bridgman,	Peter;	Davis,	Glyn	(2007).	The	Australian	Policy	Handbook
(4th	ed.).	Sydney:	Allen	&	Unwin.	Blakemore,	Ken	(1998).	Social	Policy:	an	Introduction.	Buckingham;	Philadelphia:	Open	University	Press.	Dye,	Thomas	R.	(1976).	Policy	Analysis.	University	of	Alabama	Press.	Greenberg,	George	D.;	et	al.	(December	1977).	"Developing	Public	Policy	Theory:	Perspectives	from	Empirical	Research".	American	Political	Science	Review.	71	(4):
1532–1543.	doi:10.2307/1961494.	JSTOR	1961494.	S2CID	145741414.	Heckathorn,	Douglas	D.;	Maser,	Steven	M.	(1990).	"The	Contractual	Architecture	of	Public	Policy:	A	Critical	Reconstruction	of	Lowi's	Typology".	The	Journal	of	Politics.	52	(4):	1101–1123.	doi:10.2307/2131684.	JSTOR	2131684.	S2CID	154496294.	Jenkins,	William	(1978).	Policy	Analysis:	A	Political	and
Organizational	Perspective.	London:	Martin	Robertson.	Kellow,	Aynsley	(Summer	1988).	"Promoting	Elegance	in	Policy	Theory:	Simplifying	Lowi's	Arenas	of	Power".	Policy	Studies	Journal.	16	(4):	713–724.	doi:10.1111/j.1541-0072.1988.tb00680.x.	Lowi,	Theodore	J.;	Bauer,	Raymond	A.;	De	Sola	Pool,	Ithiel;	Dexter,	Lewis	A.	(1964).	"American	Business,	Public	Policy,	Case-
Studies,	and	Political	Theory".	World	Politics.	16	(4):	687–713.	doi:10.2307/2009452.	JSTOR	2009452.	S2CID	154980260.	Lowi,	Theodore	J.	(1972).	"Four	Systems	of	Policy,	Politics,	and	Choice".	Public	Administration	Review.	32	(4):	298–310.	doi:10.2307/974990.	JSTOR	974990.	Lowi,	Theodore	J.	(1985).	"The	State	in	Politics".	In	Noll,	Roger	G.	(ed.).	Regulatory	Policy	and
the	social	Sciences.	Berkeley:	University	of	California	Press.	pp.	67–110.	Müller,	Pierre;	Surel,	Yves	(1998).	L'analyse	des	politiques	publiques	(in	French).	Paris:	Montchrestien.	Nakamura,	Robert	T.	(September	1987).	"The	textbook	policy	process	and	implementation	research".	Review	of	Policy	Research.	7	(1):	142–154.	doi:10.1111/j.1541-1338.1987.tb00034.x.	Paquette,
Laure	(2002).	Analyzing	National	and	International	Policy.	Rowman	Littlefield.	Smith,	K.	B.	(2002).	"Typologies,	Taxonomies,	and	the	Benefits	of	Policy	Classification".	Policy	Studies	Journal.	30	(3):	379–395.	doi:10.1111/j.1541-0072.2002.tb02153.x.	Spitzer,	Robert	J.	(June	1987).	"Promoting	Policy	Theory:	Revising	the	Arenas	of	Power".	Policy	Studies	Journal.	15	(4):	675–
689.	doi:10.1111/j.1541-0072.1987.tb00753.x.	K.	Cummins,	Linda	(2011).	Policy	Practice	for	Social	Workers:	New	Strategies	for	a	New	Era.	Pearson.	ISBN	978-0-205-02244-1.	Hicks,	Daniel	L.;	Hicks,	Joan	Hamory;	Maldonado,	Beatriz	(January	2016).	"Women	as	policy	makers	and	donors:	female	legislators	and	foreign	aid".	European	Journal	of	Political	Economy.	41:	46–60.
doi:10.1016/j.ejpoleco.2015.10.007.	Look	up	policy	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	"Policy	Studies	Organization".	ipsonet.org.	Retrieved	from	"	a	definite	course	of	action	adopted	for	the	sake	of	expediency,	facility,	etc..We	have	a	new	company	policy.Synonyms:	rule,	principle,	strategya	course	of	action	adopted	and	pursued	by	a	government,	ruler,	political	party,	etc..our
nation's	foreign	policy.action	or	procedure	conforming	to	or	considered	with	reference	to	prudence	or	expediency.It	was	good	policy	to	consent.prudence	or	expediency;	shrewdness.Showing	great	policy,	he	pitted	his	enemies	against	one	another.Synonyms:	wit,	calculation,	acumen,	prudenceRare.,		government;	polity.a	plan	of	action	adopted	or	pursued	by	an	individual,
government,	party,	business,	etcwisdom,	prudence,	shrewdness,	or	sagacity(often	plural)	the	improved	grounds	surrounding	a	country	house“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012a	document	containing	a	contract
of	insurance“Collins	English	Dictionary	—	Complete	&	Unabridged”	2012	Digital	Edition	©	William	Collins	Sons	&	Co.	Ltd.	1979,	1986	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1998,	2000,	2003,	2005,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2012Origin	of	policy1First	recorded	in	1350–1400;	Middle	English	policie	“art	of	government,	government,	civil	administration,”	from	Middle	French,	from	Latin	polītīa
polityOrigin	of	policy2First	recorded	in	1555–65;	from	Middle	French	police	“written	proof,	documentary	evidence,”	(from	Italian	polizza,	from	Medieval	Latin	apodissa,	apodīxa	“receipt,	security,”	ultimately	from	Greek	apódeixis	“a	showing	or	setting	forth”;	apodictic,	-sis	)	+	-y	3Origin	of	policy1C14:	from	Old	French	policie,	from	Latin	polītīa	administration,	polityOrigin	of
policy2C16:	from	Old	French	police	certificate,	from	Old	Italian	polizza,	from	Latin	apodixis	proof,	from	Greek	apodeixis	demonstration,	proofExamples	are	provided	to	illustrate	real-world	usage	of	words	in	context.	Any	opinions	expressed	do	not	reflect	the	views	of	Dictionary.com.The	reaction	of	financial	markets	has	been	closely	watched	in	the	run-up	and	aftermath	of	the
Budget	giving	the	impact	the	tax	and	spending	policies	could	have	on	UK	borrowing	costs.Sustained	public	investment	in	care	policies	and	care	workers	isn’t	just	good	governing	—	it’s	good	politics."This	is	a	moment	where	policy,	science,	and	pediatricians	can	come	together,"	Lambrecht	adds.Read	more	on	Science	DailyOther	measures	in	the	act	include	supporting	the
creation	of	areas	of	linguistic	significance	in	Gaelic	communities	so	ministers	can	better	target	policies	to	support	the	language's	growth.Mark	Lewis,	a	senior	policy	advisor	to	the	All	Party	Parliamentary	Group	on	HIV/Aids	in	Westminster,	recalled	the	moment	he	learned	he	had	the	virus.What	does	policy	mean?Policy	most	commonly	refers	to	a	rule	or	plan	of	action,
especially	an	official	one	adopted	and	followed	by	a	group,	organization,	or	government.Policy	is	most	commonly	used	in	the	context	of	laws	(government	policy),	a	country’s	course	of	action	toward	others	(foreign	policy),	and	the	standards	or	rules	that	all	members	of	an	organization	must	follow	(such	as	company	policy	and	school	policy).	Policy	also	has	several	other
meanings,	including	an	insurance	contract.Example:	Management	encourages	carpooling,	but	they	haven’t	made	it	an	official	company	policy	yet.policlinicpolicyholderBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC
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