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Pronunciation Guide

Consonants
The following letters have their usual values in English:
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single vowels diphthongs
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i heed he bead heat keyed lower-case i
I hid bid hit kid small capital [
er hayed  hay bayed hate Cade lower-case e
E head bed epsilon
= had bad hat cad ash
a hard bard heart  card script a
o hod bod hot cod (2) muned seripta
2 hawed  haw bawd cawed opene
U hood could  upsilon
au hoed hoe bode code lower-case o
u who'd who booed hoot cooed  lower-case i
A Hudd bud hut cud turned v
3 herd her bird hurt curd reversed epsilon
B hide high de height lowercase a (+1)
au how bowed cowed  (as noted above)
a1 (a)hoy Boyd (as noted above)
12 here beard (as noted above)
£d hair bared cared (as noted above)
aa hired hire (as noted above)
ju hued hue Bude cued (as noted above)

How english letters sounds. Silent letters in english pronunciation. How to pronounce english alphabet sounds.

With the English alphabet you lay the most important foundation for learning the English language. The following explanations and exercises will help you learn both the spelling and pronunciation of the 26 different letters. As the content on this page is very extensive, we recommend that you complete this learning unit in several steps.
Downloading our free learning materials will also help you to practice the English alphabet anytime and anywhere. You can then apply what you have learned directly in our "Spelling" unit. Good luck and have fun! Before you get started: Some helpful explanations Before you really get started and get familiar with the English alphabet, we have some
helpful information for you: The pronunciation of individual letters and letters within words In this unit, we will show you how to pronounce each letter of the alphabet, as you would do for example when spelling something out. Note that the pronunciation of letters changes when they are pronounced as part of a word. A good example of this is the
letter y, which, when pronounced as an individual letter, sounds like like /wai/. However, when "y" is a part of a word it will often be pronounced like /i:/ (usually when it comes at the end of a word, such as in family). Differences between British and American English When pronouncing the English alphabet, it is important to differentiate between
British English and American English: For example, the letter "z" is pronounced differently in British English than in American English. An Englishman, Scotsman or Welshman would say /zed/ (zed), while an American would pronounce this letter as /zi:/ (zee). Another important difference is the pronunciation of the letter "r". This is pronounced as /a:/
(aa) in British English and as /ar/ (arr) in American English. In this lesson we will teach you the American pronunciation of the individual letters! The letters in Phonetic Transcription In this lesson you will find the phonetic transcription of each letter (for example / wai / is the transcription of how to pronounce "y"). Learning the phonetic transcription
of the letters will help you learn the pronunciation of the alphabet faster as well as remember it better. The phonetic spelling of the individual letters uses the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), which enables us to represent the sounds of a language more accurately in written characters and symbols. The spelling and pronunciation of the
individual letters Discover the English alphabet and listen to the pronunciation of each letter. You can also practice your pronunciation by using the recording function! Overview Exercise 1: Write the correct letter! Listen to the individual letters and then enter the appropriate letter in the text field next to it. Then confirm your entry. Exercise 2:
Write the correct word! Listen to the spelled word as much as you need to and then enter the correct word in the text box next to it. Exercise 3: Choose the spelled word! Listen to the spelled word as much as you need to and then choose the correct word. Exercise 4: Choose the correct phonetic spelling! Listen to the letter and select the correct
phonetic transcription. Downloads: pdf and mp3 Take our learning materials with you and learn anytime and anywhere. Download Female Speaker Download Male Speaker Download The alphabet song: Sing along! Listen to the Alphabet Song to help you remember the letters! Learn to speak English with our YouTube videos. Subscribe to our
channel and you won't miss any new videos! Don't forget to activate notifications so that you will be told in the future when we've made new videos. Frequently asked questions about the alphabet Find out what other learners wanted to know! How are the letters of the English alphabet pronounced?You can learn the pronunciation of the individual
letters by listening to our audio examples and recording yourself when you pronounce them. It is also worth learning and practicing the phonetic spelling of the individual letters. In addition, our alphabet song can help you memorize the pronunciation of the letters in a playful way!What are the letters of the English alphabet?The modern English
alphabet uses letters from the Latin alphabet and consists of 26 letters, each with an upper and lower case variation. Unlike the German alphabet, there are no umlauts (such as "i" or "0") and, unlike the French alphabet, there are no accent marks. The lower case letters of the English alphabet are as follows: a, b, ¢c,d, e, f, g, h,i,j,k, L, m,n, 0, p, q, 1,
s, t,u, v, w, x, vy, ZzWhy do I need to know the English alphabet?Learning the English alphabet is the first and most basic step on your learning journey. Not only do you need to know the letters themselves, but also their pronunciation if you want to master the English language. This means that before dealing with more complicated topics such as
pronunciation, listening comprehension, speaking, grammar or vocabulary, you should make sure that you can recite the alphabet in your sleep.How can I remember the letters?To memorize the pronunciation of each letter of the alphabet, listen to the audio files that we've provided as often as possible. You can also practice the pronunciation of the
letters by using the exercises we have designed. Learning an easy-to-remember word alongside each letter might also help you better remember the individual letters themselves. Why not try using the sample words we've provided?What is the best way for a child to learn the English alphabet? Children often learn best with the help of music, pictures,
and videos. For example, they can listen to our alphabet song or even use an existing melody to invent and sing their own song. In addition, it helps to write down the individual letters and invent funny mnemonics to help their pronunciation.Why is it useful to learn phonetic transcription when I learn the English alphabet?The international phonetic
alphabet allows us to reproduce the pronunciation of a letter or word in writing. Since this phonetic transcription is often used in textbooks and dictionaries, it can be very helpful to master it if you want to perfect your pronunciation.Which letters are pronounced differently in British and American English?The letters "z" and "r" are pronounced
differently in British and American English. An Englishman would say /zed/ (zed) for "z," while an American would pronounce this letter as /zi:/ (zee). However, if the letter "z" is part of a word (such as zoo), it is pronounced the same in both dialects. The letter "r" is pronounced as /a:/ (aa) in British English and as /ar/ (arr) in American English.Which
letters are the most common in English? To "Spelling" unit Introduction Vowels Consonants Notation Easier and Harder Sounds When a child knows the proper sounds of the alphabet letters, he or she can use those sounds to sound out or decode a word. This skill is essential for successful phonics instruction later on. The more accurately the sounds
are taught to children, the easier it will be for them to learn to read and spell. Study the videos and chart on this page to learn the correct pronunciations of the letter sounds. There are 26 letters in the English alphabet, each of which has a name and at least one sound. It is the sounds of these letters (not their names) that we blend together to form
words. NOTE: At this point, it is much more important for your child to know the sounds of the letters than their names. Knowledge of the letter names will be very useful for spelling, but we are not there yet! Reading precedes spelling! There are over one million words in the English language, and at least 600,000 of them can be sounded out
phonetically. T Top 2. Vowels The five most common vowel sounds are also known as the short vowels: A (as in apple), E (as in egg), I (as in it), O (as in odd), and U (as in up). All the vowel sounds are continuant sounds, said “long and loud,” which means that you draw them out for two full seconds. T Top 3. Consonants The consonants are the other
21 letters in the alphabet aside from the vowels: B, C, D, F, G, H,J, K, L, M, N, P, Q, R, S, T, V, W, X, Y, and Z. There are two types of consonant sounds: stop sounds and continuant sounds. Stop sounds are also called “quick and quiet” sounds. Letters making these sounds are: B, C, D, G, H, ], K, P, and T. They have a sharp ending, with the sound
stopping abruptly. Continuant sounds are also called “long and loud” sounds. Letters making these sounds are: F, L, M, N, Q, R, S, V, W, X, Y, and Z. Hold these sounds out for two full seconds. T Top 4. Notation We have a special way of writing the letter sounds, so that you (the adult) know when you should say the name of the letter and when you
should say the letter sound. The stop (quick and quiet) sounds are written as a single letter between two slashes. For example, /b/ or /g/. Because these sounds are quieter and short, you may have to say them multiple times for children to hear. So we will sometimes instruct you to say “/b/ /b/ /b/,” meaning you should make the /b/ sound three times in
quick succession. The continuant (long and loud) sounds are usually written as three letters between two slashes. For example: /mmm/ or /zzz/. This is to remind you that continuant sounds should be held for two full seconds. Many of our Phonemic Awareness games require you to say two sounds or word parts with a pause in between. We write that
pause with a bullet mark (). One bullet mark represents a half-second pause. So, “/mmmy/ * /at/” is the word mat split by a half-second pause. Likewise, “/d/ ¢ * * /og/” is the word dog with a 1.5-second pause in the middle. T Top 5. Easier and Harder Sounds The continuant (long and loud) sounds - F, L, M, N, Q, R, S, V, W, X, Y, and Z - are easier for
children to hear than the stop (quick and quiet) sounds. NOTE: A lot of children get confused because the lower-case letters b and d look so similar. As you start using phoneme cards (with individual letters) in the Phonemic Awareness games, we strongly recommend that you not show the d card until much later. Let the child develop a deep
familiarity with the letter b; until then, you can reference d as simply “not b.” It is much better to simply separate out the introduction of these two letters. T Top 6. Sound Pronunciation Chart Print out this sound pronunciation chart to use as a reference when teaching your child. It will remind you of the proper pronunciations of the letter sounds. 1
Top Watch this short video for a refresher on the letter pronunciations! T Top 8. Letter Sounds with Kids If you are careful to model the correct phoneme pronunciations for your children, they will absorb that knowledge and have a head start on being able to sound out words. As your child nears the end of our Phonemic Awareness curriculum, quiz
her occasionally on the letter sounds, as in this video below. T Top
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